The Institutional Workshop. In the natural history of epidemics there are few points more curious than the way in which an outbreak, which has spread through a population despite all that could he done to limit its progress, in the end takes a turn, and dies away as rapidly as it had commenced. If Among the various causes which conduce to the cessation of an epidemic of infectious disease one of the most potent is the diminution of the susceptibility of the population, owing to the number of persons rendered immune, at any rate for the time, by having gone through an attack. This is also a factor in the production of that varying prevalence of scarlet fever, in periods of [a few years, which is commonly recognised as a feature in its natural history. 
